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calea AUR. Lock hasan admitable Refle&ion upon 

the Difference of Wit and Judgment, 
: Whereby he endeavours to fhew the Réa- 
BLY A fon why they are not always tke Talents 
the fame Petfon. His Words are as follow : And 
ee, perbapt, may be givm fome Resfon of that common 

tion, That Men whe have @ great deal of Wit and 
When Memories, bawe not Always the clearcit Judgment, or 
MMR Reafen. Fer Wit lying mop in the <Affemblage of 
ide ead putting thofe tégether with Quickness and Vo- 

ae tphercin can be found any Refemblance. or Congruity 
Ti dads is make «p pleafant Pittures and agreeable Vifiens in 

tity; Judgment, om the contrary, lies quite on the o- 
fide, In feperatin carefully one from anether, Ideas 
bespe be found the leat Difference, thereby to avoid 


; 
te" 


ee Similitude and .by Affinity to take one thing 
. This 8a Way of preceeding quite contrary to 
and Allufien; wherein; for the most Part; lies that 
nittament and Pleafantry of Wit which firikes fo lively 
idatmay, and is therefore fo atceptable to all People. 

& { think, thie beft and moft philofophical Ac- 
Mac I have ever met with of Wit, which gene- 
ip’ not always, confifts in fuch a Refemblance 
egrui of 1" as a ine snaeaionh I 
at ent to it, by wa xplanation, That every 
Y pnbl ce of Ideas is R68 that which we ¢all Wit, 
it be fuch an one thet gives Delight and Surprize 
Reader: Thef two? = effentialcoWir, 
‘parti ; the Jaft of them. In order therefore 
f ablance in the Ideas be Wit, it is ne- 

that the Ideas fhould not lie too near one ano- 
in the _— of wy for — the Likenefs 
tious, i¢ gives n@ Surprize. To compare one 
’s Singin that of Tababer, or to réprefent the 
of any Obje& by thac of Milk and Snow, 
‘athe Variety of its Colours by thofe of the Rainbow, 
dgnot be‘called Wit, unlefs, befides this obvious Re- 
fieews there be fome further Congruity difcovered 
day’ 
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two Ideas that is capable of giving the Reader 

urprize, . Thus wher a Poet tells ts, the:Bo- 
fmof his Miftrefs is as white as Snow, there is no 
Wit in the Comparifon ; but when he adds, with 4 
figh, that it -is as cold tuo, it then grows into Wit. 

Reader’s a og may fupply him wich innume- 
Inftances of the fame Nature. For this Reafons 
the: Similicudes in Heroick Poets, who endeavour 
her to fill theMind with great Conceptions, than to 
m it with fuch as are ne and furprizing,. have 
iidm any thing in them can be called Wit. 
Mr:Lack's Account of Wit, with this thort Explant- 
fon, comprehends moft of the Species of Wie, as Me- 
thors, Similitudes, Allegories, AEnigma’, Moros, 
Puables, Fables, Dreams, Vifions, dramatick Writings, 
Burlefque, and all the Methods of Allufions As there 
am-many other Pieces of Wit (how remote foever 
bey may appear at firft Sight from thé’foregning De- 
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«As true Wit generally confifts in this Refemblance 
‘ind Congruity of Ideas, falfe wit chiefly confifts in 
the Refemblance and Congruity fometimes of fingle 
‘Levers, as in Anagrams, Chronograms, Lipograms, and 

flicks: Sometimes of Syllables, as in Ecchos and 
Doggerel Rhymes : Sometimes of Words, as in Punns 
tnd Quibb!. 9’; and fometimes’of whole Sentences or 


ch upon Examination will be found to 
- dreads the Fire... H 
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Poems, caft into the Figures of Eggs, Axes or Akars 5 
Nay fome carry the Notion of Wit fo "far, as ‘te 
—_ it oman to era gear gga and to look upon 
a Man .as a& ingénious Perfon, that can refe ‘ 
ba Polen, or — of another, en 
As srue Wit confifts in the Refemblance of Ideas, | 

and falfe, Wit in the Refemblauce of Wor saieeaiies 
to the foregoing Inftances ; there is another kind of | 
Wit which confifts partly in the Refemblance 
of Ideas, and .partly in the Refembiance of ‘Words; 
which for Diftin&tion Sake I hall ‘call mixt wit. 
This Kind of Wir. is that which abounds in Cow- 
ley, more than in any Author that ever wrote. Mr: 
Walter has likewifé a great deal of-ic, Mr. Dryden ig 
very Sparing in jt. Milton had a Genius much’ above 
it. Spencer is in the fame Clafs with Milton, ’ "The Ita= 
lians, even in their Epic Poetry, are full of it. ‘Montieur 
Boileaw, who formed himfelf upon the ancient Poets, 
has every where rejefted ic with Scorn. If we look 
after mixt Wit among thé Greek Writers, we fhall find 
it no where but in the Epigrammatifts. There are’ 
indeed fome Strokes of it in the little Poem afcribed to 
Mufaus,which by that, 2s well as many other Marks, be- 
trays it felf to be a modern Compofition. If we look 
into the Latin Writers, we find none of this mixe Wit 
in Virgil, Lucretius, of Catudus; Very little in Horace, 
but a great deal of i in Ovid, dnd fearce any thing elfe 
ar of the: teyeibiinhie frénc | 

- One of the innui ¢ Branches of mixt Wi 
fhall chufe one Inftenggihich may be met with in’ lt 
the Writers Of this r. The Paffion of Love in its 
Nature has been thought to refemble Fire ; for. which 
Reafon the Words Fire and Flame. are made ufé of to 
fignify Love. The witty Poets theréfore have taken 
an Advantage from the doubtful Meaning of the Word 
Fire, to make an infinite Number of Witticifms. Cow. 
ley obfesving the cold Regard of his Miftrefs’s Eyes 
and at.the fame Tire their Power of producing Love 
in him, confiders them as Burning-Glafles made of Ice ; 
and finding himfelf able to live in the greateft Extre- 
mities of Love, concludes the Torrid Zone to be ha- 
bitable. When his Miftrefs has read his Letter written 
in Juice of Lemmon by holding it tothe Fire, he de~ 
fires her to read it over afecond time by Love's Flames 
When fhe weeps, he wifhes it weré inward Heat thac 
diftilled thofe Drops from the Limbeck. When fhe is 
abfent he is beyond eighty, that is, thirty Degrees 
nearer the Pole than when fhe is with him. His ambi- 
tions Loye is a Fire thac naturally mounts’ upwards 
his happy Love is the Beams of Heaven, and his un. 

appy Love: Flames of Hell. . When it docs. not let 
‘hy fleep, it is a, Blame that fends up no Smoak; when. 
itis oppofed by Counfei and Advice, itis a Fire that 
rages the more by the Wind's blowing upon it. " Upon 
the dying of-a.Tree in which he had cut his Loves, he 
obferves that his written Flames had burnt up and wie 
-theted the Tree... When .he refolves ta give over his 
Paffion, ‘he tells us. that one burnt. like Fim for éver 
; . His Heart is an £tna, that inftéedd of 
Vulcan's Shop enclofes ¢ upid’s Forge in it. .. His endea-. 
vouring to drown his Love in Wine, is throwihe Oil 
upon the Ficé. He would isifinuate .to Kis Miftrefs, 
that the Fire of Love, like that of the Sua (which 
produces fo. many Creatures)’, thould not- only 
Warm but beget. Love in’ another Place, .cooks: 
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Pleafure at its Fire. Sometimes his Heart is frozen in 
every Breaft, and fometimes fcorched in every Eye. 
Sometimes he is drowned in Tears, and burnt 
- Love, likea Ship fetonfire in the Middle of the 


The Reader may obferve in every one. of thefe In- 
ftances, thac the Poet mixes the Qualities of Fire with 
thofe of Love; and in the fame Sentence {peaking of 
it borh as a Paffion and as real tire,furprizes the Reader 
with thofe feeming Refemblances or Contradictions 
that make up ali the Wit in this kind of Writing. 


Mixt Wic therefore is a Gompofition of Pusn and true’ 


Wit, and is more or lefs perfe& as the Refemblance 
lies jn the Fdeas or in the Words: Its Foundations are 
laid partly in Falfehood and partly in Truth: Reafon 
puts in her Claim for one Half of it, and Extravagance 
for the other. The only Province therefore for this 
kind of Wir, is Epigram, or thofe lictle .occafional 
Poems that: in their own Nature are nothing elfe bu 
a Tiffue of Epigrams. I cannot conclude this Head of 
mixt Wit, without owning that the admirable Poet 
out of whom I have taken che Examples ‘of it, had as 
much true Wit as any. Author that ever writ; and 
indeed all other Talénts of an extraordinary Genius. 

It may be expefted, fince I am upon this Subjed, 
thar I hhould take Notice of Mr. Dryden s Deiinition of 
Wic; which, with all the Deference that is due to the 


Judgment of fo great a Man, is not fo properly a Defi- ° 
nition of Wit, as oF good Writing in general. Wit, °: 


as he defines it, is a Propriety of Words aud Thoughts 
adapted to the Subje&t. If this be a true Definition of 
Wit, I am ‘apt to think that Euclid is the greateft Wit 
that ever fet Pen to Paper: It is certain there never 
was a greatet Seoeicty of Words and Thoughts’ a- 
dapted to the 

mide ufe-of in his Elements. 1 fhall only appeal to 
my Reades, if this Definition agrees with any Notion 
he has of Wit: If it be a erue one, I am fure Mr. Dry- 
des was not onlysa bettep Poet, bur a greater Wit than 
Mr. Cowley, and Pirgitiqamuch more facetious Man than 
either Ovid or Martial, _ 

Beubeurs, whom I look upon to be the moft penetrat- 
ing of all the French Criticks, has taken Pains to few, 
That it is impoffible for any Thought to be beautiful 
which is not juft, and has not its Foundation in che 
Nature of things: That the Bafis of al] Wit is Truth; 
and that no Thought can be valuable, of which god 
Senfe is not the Ground-work. Beileau has endea- 


voured to inculcate the fame Notion in fevers] Parts. 






of his Writings, both in sand*Verfe. This is 
that natural Way of wri beautiful Simplici- 
ty, which we fo much admifawm the Compofitions of 
the Ancients ; and which no Body deviates from, but 
thofe who want Strength of Genius to make a Thought 
fhine in its own natural Beauties. Poets who want 
this Strength of Genius to give that majeftick Simpli- 
city to Nature, which we fo much admire jn the Works 
of the Ancients, are forced to hunt after foreign Orna- 
gients, and not to Jet any Piece of Witof wher Kind 
foever efcape them. I Jook upon thefe Writers as Gorhs 
in Poetry, who, like thofe in Architefture, not being 
able to come up to the beautiful Simplicity of the old 
Grecks and Romans, have endeavoured to fupply its 
Place with all the Extravagancies of an irregular Fah- 
cy. Mr. Dryden niakes a very handfome Obfervation 
on Ovid's writing a Letter from Dido to Aneas in: the 
following Words: “ Ovid (fays he, fpeeking of Vir- 
gs Fiétion of Dide and £anzas) “takes it up after 

him, even in the fame Age, and makes an ancient 
“ Heroine of Virgil's new-created Dido ; diGates a Let- 
“ ter for her juft before her Death to the ungrateful 
* Fugitive ; and, very unluckily for himfelf, ‘is for 
** meafuring a Sword with a Man fo much fuperiour 
“ in Force to him, on the fame Subje&. I think I 
“* may be Judge of this, becaufe I have eranflated both. 
* The famous Author of the Art of Love has niething 
* of his own ; he horrows all from -2 grearer Mafter 
* in bis own Profeffion, and, which is worle, im- 
** proves nothing which he fds: Nature fails him, 


bjeé&t, than what that Author has 





“€ and being forced to his old Shift, he has Recourfe 4 
“ Witticiim. This pafles indeed with his fof ag. 
“ mirers, and gives him the Prefeience to Virgil ig 
™ our woe He aed Ay 

‘ere not I) fupported. by fo great an, Atthority ; 
that of Mr. po oy { fhovld not venture t ry ; 
That the” Tafte of moffof ‘our Englifh,Posts, as wel} 
#s Readers, is extremely Gothick. He quotes Monfieuy 
Segraw for a threefold Diftin&ion of the Readers of 
Poetry’: Inthe firft of which. he comprehends th 
— of yee He _ ~ RCt treat as fuck 
with regard to their. Quality, busso their N 
and the Coarfenefs of their Yatfte: init Nuntbes 


follow : “* Segrau has diftinguifhed the Readers of py, 


“etry, according to their Capacity of judging, ime. 


“ three Claffes. [He might have faid the fame of Wek 
“ ters too if he-had pleaftd] In the lowei Form he 
i; places thofe whom he calls Les Petits Elprits, fuch 

** things as are our upper-Galfery"Audience in a 
vs houfe ; who like nothing but the Husk and Rhind 
* of Wit, prefer a Quibble, a Coaceir, an Epigtam, 


* are Mob-Readers. 


¢ 


22s 


Pasliament-Men, we know already who mould cant 


in the Field, and cry. the Joudefl the bet on’rig 


se oe 


who have not Lands of two Pounds: per Asan * 


es Parnafw, and therefore are not privileg’d to: 
* Their Authors are of the fame Level,. A 0: 


“ : » ; 
"“* fent them on a Mountebank’s Stage, or to be Nake ‘ 
ang 


“of the Ceremonies in a Bear-Garden : Yer, 


« they who have the meft Admirers. . Buc it offs, 
happens, to theit Mortification, that.as their Hila. 


., ders improve their Scock of Senfe, (4s they may 
readin 


without obferving; thao. as, Mr. Lock inthe 

bove-mentioned hag difcovered the mof fruitful Sous 
of Wit, fo there is another.of aquite cogtrary,N. 
it, which does ‘likewife_dmanch ic {elf pyr ynto 
Kinds. - For sot only: the @ef-mbjance bur 
of Ideas does very often prodyce Wit ;, as 


y 


in feveral little Points, Tras, and Anibal “that 
may poflibly enlarge upon ipdame, future pa 


“e TV. Baby ano a, 
At the Defire of feveral Perfons of Qualig, 
. sok 
For the Benefit” 6f°Mr. BOWEN. . 
By Her’ Majefty’s Company of Comedians 
T .the Theatre: Royal in. Drury-Lané, 
this prefent Friday, being ‘the arth of May, will be 
iinted a Comedy call’d, Love makes ye 3, Or, The Boy's 
tune. The Part of Don Lewis, dtias Tefly,“petforiged. by Mir. Pee 
Kethman, Carlos by Mr. Wilks, €lcdio, tite Ditmal; Mr. Cibbe; 
Don Antonio Mr. Bullock, Don Duart Mr. Mills, Sancho Mf. Nari, 
Angelina Mrs. Brachhaw, Dona Louifa Mrs. Roget, Dona Tena 
Mrs Forter,.- 3. . ' gee 


. Whereas Mr. Thomas Brown's Colleétion of Pius 
was. on Yeiterday the roth Inftant to be fold Ly ‘Auction This 
a. aagusins the Curious, chit the carital Pi@ures ate to be fold.by 


3 tnd are put at fich moderate Prizes as ‘Will encourtgeall 


Buyers. 
' For Sale :by the Candle. 
To Day, the rith Inftant, at Lloyd’s Coffee. 


Roufe in Lombard-fireet, at 9 in the Forenoo i 
2, then fall adjourn the Sale to's in the Afferneon, and peers 
fame till all the. Wines thal! be Hild, (only 1 Cask in 9 Lott) vit. 
intire Cargoe of the Ship Prince Gcorg’, Capt. Tho. Stedman, from 
celena, confilting of 2 Burtsof new Red Alicant, 155 Butrs andiz 
‘Hhds. of new BenecerlosBaréelodgWine,very deep, bright and trang, 
extracrdibary good,and ordinery;Note, The faid Wines are nest, lett 
-ly landed, ‘and jutt put into a. Cellar No. 12, apd, Warehoule No.#, 
in theGateway of Fuh Warf between Londcn Bridge and Bilinet 
EY pena be No. mo Stairs ~ th: beer + of de 
' vay near the Thames, alfo ina grou a No. 
on the. fat: Breth-Warf,: fronting the Themes (rhe Bu “4 
vited and defired to appear ;pusétually at the Place ofS Sale at the 
Hour arpointed, Viz. 9 a Clock, becaule the Lotss are many, 
det.rmined” yo be fold this Day?’ Catalopucs to be had where ike 
Wines ate to be fold, at che Céller and Warchoutes ‘where they i, 
and at Tho. Tomktns's, Broker, in Seeching-lane in; Tower-ftrete . 
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Ords aney . 


“ before folid Senfe andrelegant Expreffion : * 
If Virgu’ ap Martial ftocd a 


_ it. But though they make the Perot Appearance. 






















they are but a Sore of Freneh-Huguegoss, or oud’ 
Boors, -brought over in Herds, bytpor atoralize: | 


& eS better, Books,. and, by Converfation via 
mo mY sg tN _ ee —— them... 
“wou not reak ¢ Ae rea , of this. Dif a 
th P. cour 
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